A technique to access severely diseased arteries.
Cardiac catheterization performed in patients with severe peripheral vascular disease may represent a difficult technical challenge and is associated with a higher incidence of vascular complications. We describe a technique that uses angioplasty equipment to access severely diseased arteries. This technique allows a percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) guide wire to be steered across vascular lesions under direct visualization of the lumen and continuous pressure monitoring, potentially reducing the risk of vascular complications.